
Salisbury Township currently serves 3,260 customers. At this time our water system 
is a distribution system only. The water we provide our customers is obtained from 

Lehigh County Authority. Our goal is to provide you with quality drinking water. LCA’s raw water sources 
include Schantz Spring, Crystal Spring, Little Lehigh Creek and the Lehigh River. Finished water is 
produced at the City of Allentown treatment plant  
 
 Highlights of Salisbury’s distribution system include approximately 60 miles of water main ranging 
in diameter from 4 to 12 inches; a Pump Station; a 300,000 gallon storage tank rehabilitated in 1998; a 
500,000 gallon Hydropillar rehabilitated in 1993; and an interconnect with LCA was also constructed in 
1993 prior to the  rehabilitation of our Hydropillar. It remains as part of our Emergency Response system. 
  
 We are pleased to report that our drinking water meets federal and state requirements. If you have 
any questions about this report or your water utility, please contact John Andreas, Director of Public 
Works at (610) 797-4000. We want our valued customers to be informed about their water utility. If you 
want to learn more, please attend any of our regularly scheduled Commissioner's meetings. They are held 
on the second and fourth Thursday of every month at 2900 S. Pike Avenue. 
  
 Salisbury Township routinely monitors for constituents in your drinking water according to Federal 
and State laws. This table shows the results of our monitoring for the period of January 1st to December 
31st, 2014. All drinking water, including bottled drinking water, may be reasonably expected to contain at 
least small amounts of some constituents.  It's important to remember that the presence of these 
constituents does not necessarily pose a health risk. 
 
 LCA has monitored its raw water supply for various constituents. Cryptosporidium has been peri-
odically present in the Little Lehigh Creek, but has NEVER been detected in the finished water. We 
believe it is important for you to know that cryptosporidum may cause serious illness in immuno-
compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have 
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders. These people 
should seek advice from their health care providers. 
  
 The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, 
ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells.  As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, 
it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up sub-
stances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity.  
 
 LCA’s Water Quality Report can be viewed online at: 
 

http://lehighcountyauthority.org/your-drinking-water/about-your-water/central-lehigh-division/ 
  

We’re very pleased to provide you with this year's Annual Drinking Water 
Quality Report. We want to keep you informed about the excellent water and 
services we have delivered to you over the past year. 

Township of Salisbury        2900 South Pike Avenue,  Allentown, PA 18103          Phone: (610)-797-4000 

Este informe contiene informacion muy importante sobre su agua beber.  
Traduzcalo o hable con alguien que lo entienda bien. 
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Contaminants that may be present in source water include: 
 
 Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment 

plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife. 
 Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-occurring or result from 

urban storm water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, min-
ing, or farming. 

 Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban 
storm water runoff, and residential uses. 

 Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-
products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, ur-
ban storm water runoff, and septic systems. 

 Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally-occurring or be the result of oil and gas produc-
tion and mining activities. 

 
 
 
Lead: In July of 2013, water sampled from the homes of 20 residents was tested for the presence of lead 
and copper. Results met federal and state standards. If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious 
health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily 
from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. Lehigh County Author-
ity is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used 
in plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the po-
tential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking 
or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. Infor-
mation on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is avail-
able from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead. 
 

 
 In order to ensure the tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations which limit the amount 
of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems.  Food and Drug Administration regula-
tions establish limits for contaminants in bottled water which must provide the same protection for public 
health. 
  
 The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. 
More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791. MCL’s are set at very 
stringent levels for health effects. To understand the possible health effects described for many regulated 
constituents, a person would have to drink 2 liters of water every day at the MCL level for a lifetime to 
have a one-in-a-million chance of having the described health effect. 
 
 Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general 
population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, 
persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system 
disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek 
advice about drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means 
to lessen the risk of infection by cryptosporidium and other microbiological contaminants are available 
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).  Salisbury Township’s water distribution system is 
serviced and maintained by our Utililty Department which can be reached at (610) 797-4000 through our 
Public Works Department. After hours emergencies can also be reported at (610) 797-4000 and  handled 
through our answering service. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead


In the table below you will find many terms and abbreviations you might not be familiar with. To help you 
better understand these terms we've provided the following definitions: 
 
Non-Detects (ND) - laboratory analysis indicates that the contaminant is not present at a detectable level. 
 
Parts per million (ppm) or Milligrams per liter (mg/l) - one part per million corresponds to one minute 
in two years or a single penny in $10,000. 
 
Parts per billion (ppb) or Micrograms per liter - one part per billion corresponds to one minute in 2,000 
years, or a single penny in $10,000,000. 
 
Action Level (AL) - the concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other 
requirements which a water system must follow. 
 
Maximum Contaminant Level - The “Maximum Allowed” (MCL) is the highest level of a contaminant that 
is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available 
treatment technology. 
 
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal - The “Goal” (MCLG) is the level of a contaminant in drinking water 
below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. 
 
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL) - The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking 
water. There is convincing evidence that the addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial 
contaminants. 
 
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG) - The level of a drinking water disinfectant below 
which there is no known or expected risk to health. 
 
 

TEST RESULTS  

Contaminant  
(Unit of measurement) 

Violation 
Y/N 

Level  
Detected 

Range MCLG/ 
MRDLG 

MCL/ 
MRDL, AL 

Likely Source of Contamination 

Inorganic Contaminants        

 Copper (ppm) 
 (July 2013) 

N .207 
 

# Sites 
above AL 

0 of 20 

1.3 AL=1.3 Corrosion of household plumbing 
systems; erosion of natural deposits; 
leaching from wood preservatives 

Lead (ppb) 
(July 2013) 

N 5 # Sites 
above AL 

0 of 20 

0 AL=15 Corrosion of household plumbing 
systems, erosion of natural deposits 

Volatile Organic Contaminants  

TTHM                                       
[Total trihalomethanes] 
(ppb) 

N 24.3 11.6 
to 

24.3 

0 80 By-product of drinking water chlorination 

Haloacetic Acids (ppb)                                   N 
 

13.0 10.0 
to 

13.0 

0 60 By-product of drinking water chlorination 

Chlorine Performance 

Distribution Points (ppm) N 0.62 0.56 
to 

0.69 

4 4 Water additive used to disinfect and 
control microbes 

 



 

Salisbury Township 

2014 Monitoring Requirements Not Met 

 

Notice:  Our water system violated a drinking water standard during the past 
year. Even though this was not an emergency, as our customers, you have a 
right to know what happened and what we did to correct this situation. 

We are required to monitor your drinking water for disinfection by-products on a 
regular basis. Results of regular monitoring are an indicator of whether or not 
our drinking water meets health standards. 

We are required to sample for these by-products once annually during a specific 
seven (7) day period. We are required to sample two sites annually during the 
period from 8/15/14 to 8/21/14 for Total Trihalomethanes and Haloacetic Acids. 
During our sampling period of 8/15/14 to 8/21/14, one of our two samples taken 
failed to be properly preserved by our contracted laboratory. Follow-up sampling 
was done on 9/18/14. 

 

What should I do?  There is nothing you need to do at this time. 

 

For more information, please contact John Andreas at (610) 797-4000. 

PWS ID#:  3390062 

Date Distributed: June 12, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 



The Solution to Stormwater Pollution  

A homeowner’s guide to healthy habits for clean water 

 Vehicle and Garage 

 Use a commercial car wash or wash your car on a lawn or other unpaved surface to 
minimize the amount of dirty, soapy water flowing into the storm drain and eventually into 
your local waterbody. 

 Check your car, boat, motorcycle, and other machinery and equipment for leaks and spills. 
Make repairs as soon as possible. Clean up spilled fluids with an absorbent material like 
kitty litter or sand, and don’t rinse the spills into a nearby storm drain. Remember to 
properly dispose of the absorbent material. 

 Recycle used oil and other automotive fluids at participating service stations. Don’t dump 
these chemicals down the storm drain or dispose of them in your trash. 

 

Lawn and Garden 

 Use pesticides and fertilizers sparingly. When use is necessary, use these chemicals in the 
recommended amounts. Avoid application if the forecast calls for rain; otherwise, 
chemicals will be washed into your local stream. 

 Select native plants that are drought and pest resistant. Native plants require less water, 
fertilizer, and pesticides. 

 Sweep up yard debris, rather than hosing down areas. Compost or recycle yard waste 
when possible 

 Don’t overwater your lawn. Water during the cool times of the day, and don’t let the water 
run off into the storm drain. 

 Cover piles of dirt and mulch being used in landscaping projects to prevent these pollutants 
from blowing or washing off your yard and into local waterbodies. Vegetate bare spots in 
your yard to prevent soil erosion. 

 

Home Repair and Improvement 

 Before beginning an outdoor project, locate the nearest storm drains and protect them from 
debris and other materials. 

 Sweep up and properly dispose of construction debris such as concrete and mortar. 

 Use hazardous substances like paint, solvents, and cleaners in the smallest amounts 
possible, and follow the directions on the label. Clean up spills immediately, and dispose 
of the waste safely. Store substances properly to avoid leaks and spills. 

 Purchase and use nontoxic, biodegradable, recycled, and recyclable products whenever 
possible. 

 



 Clean paint brushes in a sink, not outdoors. Filter and reuse paint thinner when using oil-
based paints. Properly dispose of excess paints through a household hazardous waste 
collection program, or donate unused paint to local organizations. 

 Reduce the amount of paved area and increase the amount of vegetated area in your yard. 
Use native plants in your landscaping to reduce the need for watering during dry periods. 
Consider directing downspouts away from paved surfaces onto lawns and other measures
to increase infiltration and reduce polluted runoff. 

 

Pet Care 

 When walking your pet, remember to pick up the waste and deposit of it properly. Flushing 
pet waste is the best disposal method. Leaving pet waste on the ground increases public 
health risks by allowing harmful bacteria and nutrients to wash into the storm drain and 
eventually onto local waterbodies. 

 

Swimming Pool and Spa 

 Drain your swimming pool only when a test kit does not detect chlorine levels. 

 Whenever possible, drain your pool or spa into the sanitary sewer system. 

 Properly store pool and spa chemicals to prevent leaks and spills, preferably in a covered 
area to avoid exposure to stormwater. 

 

Septic System Use and Maintenance 

 Have your septic system inspected by a professional at least every 3 years, and have the 
septic tank pumped as necessary (usually every 3 to 5 years). 

 Care for the septic system drainfield by not driving or parking vehicles on it. Plant only 
grass over and near the drainfield to avoid damage from roots. 

 Flush responsible. Flushing household chemicals like paint, pesticides, oil, and antifreeze 
can destroy the biological treatment taking place in the system. Other items, such as 
diapers, paper towels, and cat litter can clog the septic system and potentially damage 
components. 

  

Storm drains connect to waterbodies! 

When it rains—it drains! 

Remember: Only rain down the drain! 

 

For more information, visit 

www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater 

or 

www.epa.gov/nps  

http://www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater
http://www.epa.gov/nps

